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Objectives

ÅCombustible dust is common & found in many 
industries.

ÅThe goal of this short seminar is not to replace the 
combustible dust course, but to give you basic 
knowledge to help you:

ïRecognize the various types of combustible dust
ÅRemember, this is not an all inclusive list!

ïIdentify sources of ignition for combustible dust

ïDetermine inspection evaluation methods

ïDescribe the National Emphasis Program on combustible 
dust, including recent revisions
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Background

ÅHistory of Combustible Dust Incidents

ÅOverview of Combustible Dust NEP

ÅHazard Mitigation Techniques

ÅResources
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Catastrophic Combustible Dust Incidents 
since 1995
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Malden Mills

Methuen, MA

December 11, 1995

37 Injured

Nylon Fiber

Combustible Dust Explosions History
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Firefighting efforts following the explosion at 

Malden Mills (Methuen, Massachusetts, 

December 11, 1995).
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Combustible Dust Explosions History

Jahn Foundry

Springfield, MA

February 26, 1999

3 dead

9 Injured

Phenolic resin dust
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Combustible Dust Explosions History

ÅFord River Rouge: 

ÅSecondary 

ÅCoal Dust Explosion

ÅFebruary 1, 1999

ÅKilled six workers 

and injured 36
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Combustible Dust Explosions History

May 16, 2002

Rouse Polymerics

Vicksburg, MS

5 dead, 7 injured

Rubber Dust



10

Combustible Dust Explosions History

ÅJanuary 29, 2003 -
West Pharmaceutical 
Services, Kinston, 
NC
ïSix deaths, dozens of 

injuries
ïFacility produced 

rubber stoppers and 
other products for 
medical use
ïPlastic powder 

accumulated above 
suspended ceiling 
ignited
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West Pharmaceutical facility destroyed by polyethylene dust
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Combustible Dust Explosions History

ÅFebruary 20, 2003 ïCTA Acoustics 
Corbin, KY

ïSeven Workers died

ïFacility produced 
fiberglass insulation 
for automotive 
industry

ïResin accumulated 
in production area 
and was ignited


